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Neo-Chinese and Names of the Medicine
An Important Part of Taiwan’s Medical Terms

Ming-tung WANG; Mitsuaki SENBA; Shinsuke KISHIE

Abstract

The medical terms have marked themselves out in the whole campaign
among the exchanges between Chinese and Japanese words and phrases,
- partly because that long since the traditional Chinese medicine set its foot
in the Japanese soil, the related terms had come along then. On the other
hand, a neo-Chinese campaign inclusive of medical terms was launched in
Japan on a large scale in early modern age when Chinese words also found
their way to spread to Japan. | .

Under such an environmental background, Taiwan has been the key pfate
form because that the presence of the Japanese neo-Chinese words started
with the medical terms. And, much of the Japanese neo-Chinese mixed
with Chinese words directly links to the medical care development
devoted by the Japanese when they colonized Taiwan. | |

Wang (2005-2006) delivered a series of researches on medical terms
related to their organs, to the names the public health and the surgery
currently used in Taiwan. All these medical terms closely connect to the
neo-Chinese created in Japan.
" In addition, among the medical terms the medicine names are a part
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which cannot be »ignored. So far, only medicine names that carry a
quotation mark “Opium™‘Vitamin” in the dictionary are illustrated
specifically. There is still room waiting to be filled by specific researches
on an overview of terms related to the medicine, the medicine names

 created in the neo-Chinese, or the Chinese medicine name with Japanese
origination.

On this account, this study elaborated on the medicine names. Based on
the connection between Chinese and Japanese, the following points are
discussed: |
1. Overview on words and phrases related to medicine.

2. Names of the Chinese medicine. .
3. Names of the western medicine.
4. The position of the medicine names among the medical terms.

Moreover, further probe to why there are hardly new Chinese words

found in the medicine names are carried out.
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