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Endogenous regulator for nitric oxide synthesis, methylated arginines and its metabolism

— physiological function of unusual amino acids derived from proteins methylated posttranslationally —

Tadashi Ogawa

Department of Nutrition, School of Medicine, The University of Tokushima
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HEEBRIZRWIEENE ¥ U BRETEIEFICa—
FEN2T 3 BEEFICHE > TEFDO—RIEEIHEE SN
7otkb, T I BREGERREES LIS EHES
27z BEHE % T T TEBRMICER D& X
YEELTHEETS L)1 50, ZOBMORIEE
LEHOEEIIOVTIEIAHLEST IS\, BB
BYUNRIET I BREOBHOEME S II—FE LT
B PICHEE S By oy Bk EEZOND

T3/ BFEEROEH I, LIBECEDL Z EHHRLY,

YN BOBRBBHOK D EEN LR D DD—D|TX
FALBEID B B, ¥ 87 BDO A F VLI, Bz R
357 R EHBENRT I BREIBEEN R AFIV
IEBEEBIC L > T S hBY, A F LD EBENER
WZOWTIZBHENRTWAL 206049 % B THEE DI
rHLEVOPRIRTHL, —BICINLDRXF VLS ~
X7 BORBOERI - THMET 52 F VLT I/ BE
i, BEBWICL o TIXEAR B R WERRRHED L
LTRBICHEE SN B L ZEZ 6N, N-AFIVELAFY
YD EHIEY 23y B OR B BIEREE & HEE T HIEE
ILEME LTHRIHINTVEDHH 5, LA LeH

BEEBWICBVTREEBEO I Fa Yy FY) THANOHE
RIZUERSTHEINF Y OESRIZBWT, B
7N BHED Ne- b ) AF N Y 2 AHE— D RIERE
ELTHASR TV A EEDL, BEHWICBWTEREY
VDM AFMERIEHFELZVWI L2 EXHLH

BRHLBEETH 5B, 19874 Moncada 5D 7V — T2 & o
THEMRERNLEMERF (EDRF) 5, &2<{HLwn
TFIANATFA T —%—L LTO—EILEE  nitric
oxide (NO) TH2Z LAFEHEINZY, NO IZEROE
L 2o 7o AERIC BT B MLRAEERIERE DO MERF & 1RO [ &l
Bb7 ) ABBREORGIECEELTBY, 20RF
B OHHEERLEMESE 2O L T5E L DREOKRKE L
o TWAREMND 5, NOIX—BLEHREHBERE
(NOS) 2tk o TPNFZ v DT 7= ) BRLHEMEK
(RE) £ L THEE &N B, NOS & 5 Bl B & &
(cNOS) & FERIBEEEE (INOS) IC KB &1, EIZ cNOS
i (1) endothelial NOS (eNOS), (2) neuronal NOS
(nNOS) 124 & B, iNOS & macrophage % |2 fF 18
LmNOS & N, ZDLH) %3204V T+ —24
PEETHIEPFHSNTW S, NO R NOS DA
ERLFEL, NOMERBLZHRET HIZIENO EAIC
MbhborEisDBEEAY 7+ — LEENLEVIZRED

FHEFOFHAISATRTH Y, BHKICHER ORRED
TN T W59, NOS FFFED #IHAELRE 12 3> T, Moncada
LIZZDONO BEROFRW Ty i — (HEH) &L
TAEFARENTAFMETAVF = EEFIBALTE 7,
V4E, B O NO EA RO — I ER DOBRA
A, ZOMEHE, BEDBEIOEMTH L, INHIC
DWTIHKADEE S H Y HOMRHI 2 BRI iz,

FRTIIEAANTEESNLE—DONEMHERE TH
ANG-E /) X F )7 IVF = (NSmonomethyl-L-
arginine ; NMMA, 1) BX NG, NG-FRAF LTI F=
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M—1 MHEWERTZFORELEDOHEE
NH NHCHs  NH N(CH3)z CH3N NHCHs _
C \%/ Qb/ NH NHCH3
, ; g N7
NIH NH NH C
QHZ CHz CHz2 NH
CHz CHz CHz CHz2
| | i
C'Hz CH2 CHz C[Hz
!
CH CH CH CH
7/ N\ / N\ 7/ \ / N\
NHz COOH NHz COOH NHz COOH NHz2 COOH
I i | I v
(I) NMMA, (I) ADMA, (l1) SDMA, (IV) 4124w,

~ (asymmetric NS, NS-dimethyl-L-arginine ; ADMA, II)
WOWTHHT S (R—188.), Zh s EFNREY
HOHFERCEORBEEOF/EIL, NOEAFS (H
) BEFTIBEINTOAVBE, BEH NOEA
HEEFONREOSLHEL L THEH STV S,

AEMEERE LTOXFIETILE=

19874F Hibbs 5191 lipopolysaccharide (LPS) {2 & ¥
EHtEhwr 07 7 — PR THBEERBBED
FFEIZBVT, TLF=ZUHS50HEMES (NO) DO
EERBETLILEMELT, TAVFo DT 7=V )%
EHRAFIVE T S Lz NMMA, ADMA # & L 72,
NMMA, ADMA iZ ADMA D& R MK TH 5 NS, NS-
dimethyl-L-arginine ; SDMA, lll) & & & 12, 19704 #fi A&
LINZE o T PORP LD HRE - MESNZT7 I /B
BTHb, TOHRIFEMICHRET SN, HERY vo52
HOMH BRI - TR ICHEEET 27 3 VBETH
5 ENIMFEE N7z, Paik & Kim 132 % X7 DK
BEROBIET, ¥R EHhOEREET I BEREON,
TUFZ VREBICHERNLZTOTF L AF5—¥ 1 [EC
2.1.1.23] 12& o TAF ML ST CERT 2EYHS
NILTWS, MEMILEEESWE TETOEYD Y
SRV BEFICRZIEND, ¥ URTEDAFMALE S
FBEALIZY 8y BOREEREEEICOIKEL, BB
MK V0B, A7 LFF N (scleroderma) HUE,
L) UIRENY YRV BEDOBNS, T 0T
A% — (-Gly-Arg-Gly-) EIRITh A EESEEENT
VR BB VTS Sy BRIC BN S
CHFIEL, ¥ 782 E ¥ NMMA, ADMA, SDMA @43
fikHbL ADMA D ERLZ HOTWE, ko V87 g
BTOFHWFERL, WA RS V52 1gHy

el 1E

721 NMMA %%0.5-1.0,

NH NHNO2 N\ﬂ /NHNHZ NDMA #°0.5-3.0,
1 C SDMA #%0. 1-0. Spmol #2
NH NH BrfEshTHaY,
CHz Chz BEEY T AR Y,

CH2 CHz BEOTNVEF= DT T
CHz ém SV VBEEAFNEE
CH CH NBIEHIIE DD > T
PAY £ %
NHz COOH NHz COOH 7 V>, NMMA,ADMA I&
¥ VI Pl WX NP AV & |
(V) NNA, (V) NAA

OB MEERIZ L > THZ
TR I EE T 5 NO
EARONKERER TH S, T2, BWICE > TEEL
F N BDOBEARIUC L > THHZ THRNICI YA F
Na{tEWTdH 5,

AFIAETILX Z K BEER

Ry o EORBEERIE > TAF LTV FZ S
BUIEH AP IER L T 595, £TRBPICHttEhbD
TR%C, H-2I0RSNHBERTHERIIRBS ALY,

H—2 AEYENO EEHEWEOER - KHHE L NO EAMEOHR

A@———*’qa’

DDAH
Cit + Amine ~—

—— NO +Cit

AGT 2
—® o-keto acid

ADMA
NMMA

* IRV E Ty 1+

(L3 ol Ez)
AFNMEY 0K

) . TUF 4V AFT—F ]
B **”***““‘*’4 (B
L ZAVA i)

3D X FIVT IV F = ¥ HH L4 T2 alanine : glyoxylate
aminotransferase 2 (AGT 2) [EC2.6.1.44] 2 & » T#f
B 57 MENER#SND, L Lids, WEMRE
ER & LTH < NMMA & ADMA @ A %° dimethylarginine
dimethylaminohydrolase (dimethylargininase, DDAH) [EC3.
5.3.18] 12k Y, 7 =T LERD C-N ¥ &A1
HICOENEZ ik oTHIET AT IV EY PVY
Y23 fE S B, DDAH (34 F#33,0000 HAl & > /%
VB THbH, KBEFZILSDMARBPI L7 V¥ = v 5HH
BRIGHEEER L LTHRONANS-Z bR T VF= Y
(NG-nitro-L-arginine : NNA, V), NS-7 I /)T VF=
(NS-amino-L-arginine ; NAA, VI) & (ZI3& L fEHE T,
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ABEOEEHEBIIED TH L, KmiE L ADMA
(0.18mM), NMMA (0.36mM) T& 319, =DKIET
ERLZY PV VRBOREZEFA I VERTCT VTS
UHEEIN, BENOS DEY L% %, DDAH O Kk
WKLo TIRAFUTUEZUDOLIETAFIVT I VA
LAY, ThOHEINTELEBT U HEYWE=Y
VAFNT I VERORMEMERE LTORRBEY AF VT
IVORERBHTLEoPITED LoD, ThICHE
ELT, HRAANCBIAE A 0BERE SNBEY (F
¥) OFEWEEA 4 EBREBHROT I VPLERTS
Zhov7IrvoERE, BREOBEEFTICBWT
DAHUFETH B & § LB ENPHFIEL 72D, RIZHM
NBHELHIZ, NOSIZL o THEKT A NOREFIZKIE
HDOBNTVANTHY, 2/K/T I VIFEETERNE
SHETTOLEDIC= POV LA T 292 L SHBHL,
BEBICBIT AT 077 —VICL B KEDNOELE
(Z OBREZEDORFICIIKEOEMEE, HERA A 08
B ENnB) EDDAHDO Y AF LT I VAEKOHEZII
BOBRTERINZ TR 5 2 WIFFEREE LT’
ENTWwE, bL, INSLDAFNMETNFZ U DPARE
BERRENTH 5% 61 5E R PR P ~FEM S % ECRIE
BhrnEEZONLD, ZOERLIEEESERT S
FRICE, AFMETVF = VEMNR TS % NOS T
EOERBHEICOVWTHERBRT ILENH S,

DDAH (2 & 3 NMMA, ADMA O & & UF DDAH O 2%
ZEZ LI DDAH IZK T A E /) 70— F VA ZER
L, WIZA¥ 70y MEIZE-TT v MIBIFAKE
FZOFHERE Lze 7 v MIBW TR EESTOES,
NO VMM, M (vru7 77—, FhER%E) %
BER Y VS EDVILA AT 59, FICHE, B, B M
mEEEREH BV TEWERDOS Az RO, 72,

ABERIIL WS OER, BEHE B TEENIC
DHTHEEZOND, 2Ty POBEIIOVTILE
EFO7O—= Y FICEIIL, &7 3/ BRESIZHEL 5
WZL720, J—Hr7ay ML) KBRS EERZE T
BBLTWALI LR SN, IV Ea—F—KREZ
FoTHMEMERT Y /S BEOBEITR L5 0,
Bk hOBIEFOIZO—= U FIZOKILT, T b
DEEZLORBEZIToTWh, —F, X FI-UCIEH
NMMA, ADMA ##%5-L 725 v MZBW T I ikt
WEIHDLVIEIAFILT I VPEERPICHBEL, HW
TRAPICHREESI NG Z L 2380, 7 v MERIT ADMA,
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NMMA @ DDAH (2 & 5B RAERIEH L T b 2
L &R L7, Hecker 5E Y VIMEWNEMBICBWT
NMMA 725 ¥ V) Y HERT 5 HE X729, DDAH
MEBROGELRO L LHERIZ, KEED invivo TD
NMMA, ADMA @ NOS FHEHEME % NNA,NAA 2 & X D)
5O ERICL 5TV 5 LH#EE L 72, —7F, Fickling 5%
HEEL MIENEMRDSF ORER T I ADMA 2
B3asZ&, ZORE(E#E7HET2.8uM, 5.1ug 107
ML) TLPSIEMALITIA~ 20 77—V DNOEAE
AOUHET LI EZHLNIZLTWS, BERPTIEEER
PICDBEENSED, DDAHIZ X 20k Vo g
o OBEMENTEIET 2 EFREBICBIT 5 EEKPIRE
(=) RERICIZEIE LD 0D, - 1IIRTE
RSB 2EIRES N TS,

F—1 Jv MK OB NMMA & U ADMA

SN 1 NMMA ADMA

(nmol, /g FrEHMEE)

(a)

i 0.16 0.30
B 0.38 2.25
L 1.13 7.03
WA 1.04 0.23
iiiky:a 0.03 0.14
(b)

KEIR 4.46 5.04
B ER 0.90¢ 1.259
<wra7yr—=7 1.189 7.769

a) CHk24) 26518
b) X#k9) 255H
¢) nmol,/10%ells

NMMA, ADMA IZ & % NOS DREE

NMMA, ADMA DRI HEDE I £ N ETD
NOS AV 74+ —L%kBETLIETHE, YT T 7—
JONOSIZH LT, £E (TVF=V) FHETTIEH
W R FEHAE (Ki:13uM) 2R L, REFFEET T
1, EREEKAER, RTINS EREE R — KK
J& (Kinact : 0.07min- 1, Ki:2.7uM) T 1T 3 5%,
NMMA 2 & %5 DDAH O EIIREE RICICWBADOHEER
DHEEVBLETDH D, NMMA iE b W % mechanism-
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based enzyme inhibitor T ) , enzyme-activated irreversible
inhibitor =suicide inhibitor (H#&EHE) & L THIC 2 Laf
HESNTWVED, NMMA I— B B SEMIES
L, BERCHMEE LToOr FOF ks At
bo ZOWNEEISER L7125 Vh N EEEESHA
CEERLT AETIS, BEY U B EAESIICEEL,
AU AERAL T 5 LFEBAF L SR TS, bk
2, 77077 — VP MR MR -VwT S

in vivo £EET, NOEH 23T 5 NMMA @ ICxii #
FN11.8uM B UB.9uM T 5, LA L&A 5, NMMA
LR HER & b NNA Tz FhFh212uM K
0. 05uM & g 2 ZABH LM, TheEfVgiTs

Z e Tinvivo TORIRMBEEMR+HFTELLEEZ

LM Twa,

NMMA ADMA % U DDAH (2 & 3 NO E4E DO #I4

BEIZ, Vallance ®> Moncada 5D 7' L — T2k » T, &E
B0 ADMA O 525K M FINSE k> M A %8
CTEMNBELMZER, & MIBIT A ADMA OBk
SUEaMOoOMREEKTST L, e bomEdici
ADMA 75 NMMA (2R TI0f S £ 2 A5 AR E
NTWaE2, ADMA 77 BBEE O34, RPe~odEit %
EZETHE, ADMAEZ I FO— L LTWADITE
BTLwhLiEbh, $%E TREEE ISV T ADMA
DER, R FLIMESNTNED),

14, DDAH % ADMA A3EREZ in vive T NO AR
OFIEIZBIS L T 2585, MacAllister & & E# 50
@ FEIZ B3V T DDAH QY RATHER] # FIH L 76
RIZL-oTHLMIZENAZ®, § L DDAH IZ & - TH
fa R #EIZB1T A NMMA, ADMA EXfAEB ahTw3
% 5, DDAH D {EH = #1#l 3 % £, NMMA % ADMA
DEENFEZY, BEFILEE LA THIENO EER
BEFRICHEERTAZ LI A, b L, HENMY
MNEMRTE I NO BEAOBEEII > THEREZ
AEL, MEFRF*b/1-632 L2245, DDAH ¥ [H
ZIZTLHNO BEERICEEVEL S A5 WLEOK
FEITWV, NMMAD AFL 0 1 HEWL-2-7 3
J-4- (3-AFNFT=Y /) -BifE (L- 2 -amino- 4 -

( 3 -methylguanidino) butyric acid ; 4124W, IV) »*H%IT
HBILERWEZLL (-3 (a), (b), (¢))e T b
FROFEEL 22— FIBWTNMMA B 5 Y bV >~
4 B BEE AT ICs | 416puM, b b R MO A R MR

(SGHEC-7) 2B ANMMA DS Y L) Y ~OM

A i

-3 v FroOE+RT Y5 — o DDAH K U4 & DDAH
W (h) CRIZTRAEEEHOEE (a) & %A RNk
ZEHiFL (SGHEC- 7) ) DDAH {24 2 FHEEEH OEE
(b), ;3;: ?)f;: h BEREPI R MR Y S NO A BEFEM 1 4124
W D ¢

(a)

125

g
|
H

-1
o
1

Enzyme activity
=1
=
1
=

[y~
ot
1

]

Control 4124W ADMA SDMA 4124W

(=]

o

1.25

_{
_f

0.75 1

Enzyme activity
=
o
L
T

0.25 1| — _T

1] - '|. : T T T T
Control 4124W Cit ADMA SDMA

At

e
S

120

S

80_
60-.

40 A

Enzyme activity

20 A

0 T T T T
-7 -6 D -4 -3 ~2
4124W (logM)

(a) @i control (225 T 5%, (b) DG IR D K
NMMA(DDAH O #8) 1233 A M4HEC (M) v BER
IR ofgtiEnl (rEk2es h51H)

4124W:L-2-T 3 /-4 -(3-AFNFT7T =3 J)-BEE, Cit:
SR
i (a), (b) I2BWVT4124W (334 ¢ DDAH #HEL T2 &
ZRLTWwA, SDMA D432 T DDAH # EHMICIAET S, @
HLUZMEROBREZIT<T 1mM (4124W, ADMA, Cit {25 T
HEILEFADHLR D=6~ 9, p<0.005), (c) 2B T4124W
IENOEERECREE TS 240w L 2R L Twa, iftEiE control
AT 5%, Q12dW O 1 uM~ I mM OBEIZBWTHELED
BB, n=6)
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FaPIZ BT 5 R E D IC0Ah™250uM Tdh b, & b
5 PR R R SR BE 22 MRS SGHEC- 7 DS R~ D4124W
DOFRMZ & » THEEEPIES T 5 ADMA BE123.1

uM 2 £5.0uM 12 B 0¥ A@m=15, P<0.005), — 7 T,

ADMA D RMATNO G %2 HE L %> SDMA @
ERIBDONL V., COFEIEFOSHFHL2ICLE
DDAH DEEHREM (SDMA X & EE LR LR W),
B\ ISDMA DR# A TH B AGT212L B FT A
TIFd—va IlLBHEERCEZEMF T TS, T,
Sy FKERY v 7RV ERT, 1mM D4124W
DM & o THE MR (100nM i EE = ¥
T X BIHEICHRE L TEDRB0% ICHHY) 28
gan (Hl—-4), ZOUHFEREIZIOOUM 7V F > D
K—4 7z=L7Y  RABIES v b KBIROH L NT— )

W23 B R AR AR RO 12 ]2 1234124W (a) 2 UF NMMA (b)
DME (W26 9 51H),.

CCh(6)

, Arg(4)
A
4124W(3) l rg(3)

|

Arg(4)

CCh(6)

Arg(3)

4124W(3)

QS#

5 min

(a) DA124W I TIRMZINEEELL, ZORBE 7 V¥
YOFRGIZE Y EIET A5, 4124W DAL (b) D NMMA D3
BICHARTHBICIDET 5,
PE:7x=L7Y Y, CCh:HN/NT—), Arg: L-TLFZ > ;
() AOBFEIEREDORE (—logM)

WINC X o THEET %, 72, 4124W 1 mM DRINC & -
Tk MEERTBWE 75 V%2 2128 A MERED
#¥20% MESBESN, 2D Lk, DDAHOMEE
12> TNOEAERYMHET LI 2ARMHEDNE
ADMA & %\ 23 NMMA SERRT A2 EE2RE L T b,
INHDOHEEI DDAH FEHIIM O O RE L E UL
NOEAIIHENSHAZLERBET AL L LI, NI
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T S DR ABRWEE L 2RERA~NDOES
rPRESE 5,

Bogle 5270 £ Bk |2 X © iX, SGHEC- 7 ® ADMA,
NMMA D ELY ;A A ITIEARIEKE L 7RIS 12 L 5 b
DT, NOEAFELREF L CiEbsh GEXN)
WINAHEE E N D, TLEFZ VR0 7 V¥ = gk
ORI TV AT NS, T, ZOFEHILIZHE
X o TRLR D I EAHF SN, NOEEZRD RN
HEE TR SRS,

Matsuoka 53 I EEBMICEME*BET ST T IILVE
% v TR EY E NMMA, ADMA O 175 B8
HET L TWw5b, Dahl RIEEZHT v b (DS) (2B
TIHEBEN 7T V= V5P MELERZIHI LGS Z L,
HEBER NO EAEDPBRWEEICEOSWT, NAMHEEDE
ADMA 2’7 V¥ = v LA L THEERA 2 R LEME
BEZEVWTVWAIDTR WD EDIRBICE SV TEER
27> TwW5b, DSIBEER*52ALMENLERL,
[F B L2 PR H NOx DHEMAMET L, ADMA O HEt & A58
ms s, Thizx L CRIEMEZ v b (DR) 3 RIEK
BBV THMENENEZRET, K+ ADMA, NOx D
HEEmo g s o7, L2L, DSIZEIT S
ADMA DN Z D4R\ b % B # % DDAH D 1E
BEREN ITERRICHEINT 5 Z AR SN, M
JE &£ FRH ADMA HEitZ O ICIZIEDOAHBD RO b /-
ZEenb, NREEEYE ADMA 75 DS O & ML EFHiE
WIERCESELTWAZLEREL TS, T/, BARE
FERIMES v b (SHR) KBV TWREFEL T v Mol
TEEIIZEONOx ZHElt L TH Y, ADMA (ZDWT
BIEET Y FOPREE L ) bEVELZRT I L 2HL,
IZLTWwWa, - T, BED L Z A SHR O FIMERE
& ADMA OBIICIIEEN 2RI 2V DEELLN
TWwWa,

Faraci 52 I D ADMA BEVFE W LIZEB L,
B &R AT TN R EMEOZBII OV TRE L
TWwb, 7v b ERDFEZEREDL S ADMA %5 L TNO
BRD50%HERE ~ T LR, ThEKET
ADMA ; 2.3uM, /N¥TADMA ; 1.3uM TH» 5 Z &,
FHEKENIRIZ BV T108 X UF100uM @ ADMA T9 8 L U
19% DUENE LS Z L 2RO, £/TEF NI ¥
IZX BHREIEI SN A, = ba TNy FiZk b
BIIHELZZTRV, TRHDEEHNS ADMA H it
DNOEHNDEY 2L —%—k LTHIELTWAT M
ol SR L7z,
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FFER & MEDBRICRIZTRRERMEHER OFEIH
T % Jin HODRFFETIZ, HEROMENES X, &K
fHEH NAME (NNA O X FIV L A5 )V) DEIRILE %
FREE, DARERDT 2 HFMIERT 203 LT,
AR ER ADMA JIE, MO H % TiF 5,
Z DK, BEEICEZERS (CEBORLE /MEOE
ft&) PHESNLZILERL, 2OZ LR, EXH
PO RE DRI AR NO 2@ S 2Dl b ) 2 FDZ &
ERRTALELbOE LTEHSNS, —F, ADMA 3
Rz 5-DER? S, MENEMED cNOS ZHEL, (&
REBREOKIEICEE T 545, & 512 NO ABIHEDHE
PNDRI ORI L o THHIEICES L TWwAZ L &R
L7

HET 78— L EENREILAE D FFRE IS ADMA 7B 5
T HUREMA IR S LT 5, Bode-Boger 5335 I
VAT = VATEHTF LY FIZBWv Tl ADMA
BEEHIumol /1 L EFE Y FOIMFIcOHEML, Mo
FIZBITZT7VF= 2 /ADMA LSBT 5 2 & AR
RERICERLISLERBE LTS, FE, TL¥Fr
D5 EREL, NOEAZEFLL, BIIRE
LRERDOEBEFHILEICED B ZLHARENTV S,
ZDOft, ADMA O (Ef) 2 EBL LT, F
WRAED BE (MHIRE ; EF O 24)2 KEnEHd
FAEEE Efrho B MIERREL Sumol/l, 1EF ;
0.6umol /N D EDFIHEITF LN L, EBHEARET v
FCIZMEH ADMABED EHIZL ), NO DELED
HHENTHWAZ LA MEENRTVA,

(BHWID)

HNEM: NOS FHEWE Td 5 NMMA, ADMA & DA
AR E IZR < B4R 5 DDAH OfFER, E#%
NO EAMIEXHIFT L ELTEETH Y, 50 5K,
ARBIZB VT NO EAREREO—HLHoTWELEE
ZAONDARVERINDDH S, fE- T, WHEME NOS
HEMEORBFREIE, NOEMLLEERDEIAF RS
VACREERELLLL, BADREORBIZOLNDL D
DELTHEHEBEN, 5HBELLFMLBE P HfFESRS,
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SUMMARY

Nitric oxide is synthesized in various tissues and plays a role in wide and diverse range of
physiological process such as vasodilation at cardiovascular system, inhibition of platelet aggregation,
cytotoxic effect of phagocytic cells,and so on. Remarkable progress in the studies on a biological
function of nitric oxide have been made by the technical use of various inhibitor of nitric oxide
synthase. Now the interest in the possibility, that the inhibitors of nitric oxide synthase may be the
important drugs for the various diseases, is growing in the field of clinical invesigation of nitric oxide.
In this review, the properties of the endogenous inhibitors, N °-monomethyl-L-arginine and N¢, NC-
dimethyl-L-arginine which are derived from the proteins methylated post-translationally, and their
metabolic significance including the enzyme, dimethylarginine dimethylaminohydrolase as a possible

regulatory system of nitric oxide function in tissues.

Key words : nitric oxide, nitric oxide synthase, methylated arginines, post-translational modification,

endogenous inhibitors
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