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The Agricultural Policies and The Agricultural Life-long Learning Programs in Japan (Part 2)

: Focusing on The Participations into the Agriculture by the Private Corporations
—A point of view as to The Pasona Challenge Farm—
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Abstract

The theme of the agricultural participations by the private corporations is one of the most urgent issues
on the agriculture and the agricultural policy in Japan, because its success or failure drastically affects the
contemporary problems of the foods, the agriculture and the farm villages in Japan. Here in Japan, the issues
such as the lack of NINAITE (able farmers), the low JIKYU_RITSU (the ratio of self sustained food supply),
the increasing KOSAKU_HOKICHI (the waste farmland across the country) and KOKUSAI_KYOSO (the
global competition in the field of agriculture (ex. WTO & FTA/EPA negotiations) have brought the nation
itself to crisis for recent 3 decades.

This paper, in the former part, describes the current situations of the agricultural participations by the
private corporations in Japan, such as its history, the institutional systems and the existing cases. And it
argues several controversial issues and refers to the situations to be. In the latter part, it introduces the Pasona
Challenge Farm in Awaji as a typical case of the agricultural participations by the private corporations and
points out a few problems, especially the management plan and the human development strategy inside the
Pasona Group. Further it refers to its direction hereafter. The Pasona Challenge Farm in Awaji has only
started in October, 2008. Therefore the Pasona case is one of the indefinite projects at the present, but it
contains lots of possibilities, positive or negative. So from now on we have to watch and inspect this case

very carefully.



