TR & HIg gl v > 7 —Hl 45
55 29 % (2020) pp45 ~ 65

REF#HX

WAE BMENOFEBRSAIHOER
— BB I B BB S B S DML OB & ) —

EZE S R

Meanings of Creating Learning Opportunities for Persons Living with Dementia: Some Lessons

through Overviewing Good Practices from an Educational Perspective
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Abstract

Whilst encountering ageing of the population worldwide, it has been becoming imperative to tackle the issues
surrounding those living with dementia, as its effects on the whole of society have come to the fore across the
globe. Above all, there is an urgent need for Japan to deliberate upon how to resolve the issue of dementia,
together with devising an idea in respect of slashing social welfare expenditure, as it is estimated that one
in five of those aged 65 or above will have developed dementia by 2025. In this context, a recent political
statement in “The Outline of the National Plan for Dementia”, issued by the central government of Japan in
2019, has attached importance to opportunities for lifelong learning in various educational settings as “a place
to regularly attend”, which are attracting attention. This paper intends to gauge the meanings of creating
learning opportunities for those living with dementia, based on the outcomes of onsite surveys of good
examples in some educational settings for lifelong learning with respect to this theme in several countries
in North America and Europe, which were conducted by the author from April 2016 to August 2019. The
results suggest that the meanings of creating learning opportunities for those with dementia can be found
in the following: it has become an efficient means by which the elderly of that kind are able to be offered
freedom and room of choice so that they can maintain human dignity and demonstrate their “personhood”; it
has given a chance for those with dementia to connect the past with the present, as well as a chance for carers
to reconsider their ways of better communication; it promotes social interaction with public citizens, while

providing those with dementia with a sense of belonging in the local community.



