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An 11-year-old girl with a history of asthma developed

eyelid edema six hours after the use of a ketoprofen adhe-

sive patch for a left wrist sprain. Picture A was taken at the

time she complained of eyelid edema. She had no symptoms

of urticaria or asthma, and removal of the patch eliminated

the symptom by the following morning (Picture B). Four

months later, she presented with the same symptom upon

waking. She had accidentally taken a loxoprofen tablet at

bedtime as a laxative. Picture C was taken four hours after

she woke up. The pathophysiology of intolerance to non-

steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) is thought to be

based on their COX-1 inhibitory activity in arachidonic acid

metabolism. However, skin-type (urticaria and/or angioe-

dema) and airway-type (so-called aspirin asthma) NSAID in-

tolerance rarely overlap. Among Japanese cases, skin-type is

prevalent among middle-aged women, with angioedema

alone accounting for 22.4% of cases. Unlike the airway

type, the skin type often develops several hours after expo-

sure. Several cases of topical ketoprofen-induced asthma

have been reported, but this is the first report of angioe-

dema (1, 2).
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