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Abstract: Iterative image reconstruction algorithms have considerable advantages over transform
methods for computed tomography, but they each have their own drawbacks. In particular, the
maximum-likelihood expectation-maximization (MLEM) algorithm reconstructs high-quality images
even with noisy projection data, but it is slow. On the other hand, the simultaneous multiplicative
algebraic reconstruction technique (SMART) converges faster at early iterations but is susceptible
to noise. Here, we construct a novel algorithm that has the advantages of these different iterative
schemes by combining ordered-subsets EM (OS-EM) and MART (OS-MART) with weighted geometric
or hybrid means. It is theoretically shown that the objective function decreases with every iteration
and the amount of decrease is greater than the mean between the decreases for OS-EM and OS-
MART. We conducted image reconstruction experiments on simulated phantoms and deduced that
our algorithm outperforms OS-EM and OS-MART alone. Our algorithm would be effective in
practice since it incorporates OS-EM, which is currently the most popular technique of iterative image
reconstruction from noisy measured projections.

Keywords: computed tomography; iterative reconstruction; ordered-subsets algorithm; maximum-
likelihood expectation-maximization; multiplicative algebraic reconstruction technique

MSC: 37N40; 94A08

1. Introduction

In computed tomography (CT), image reconstruction, an inverse problem of estimating
pixel values of a tomographic image from measured projections, is performed in practice
by using transform and iterative methods [1–7]. Iterative image reconstruction [2,5,6,8] al-
gorithms based on the optimization strategy have considerable advantages over transform
methods such as the filtered back-projection procedure. Although the maximum-likelihood
expectation-maximization (MLEM) [2] algorithm, a well-known iterative method, recon-
structs high-quality images even for noisy projection data, it is slow to converge [7,9–11]. On
the other hand, while the simultaneous multiplicative algebraic reconstruction technique
(SMART) [12–15] converges quickly at early iterations, it is susceptible to noise [16,17].

In this study, we constructed a novel algorithm that has the advantages of these
different iterative schemes by combining ordered-subsets versions of MLEM (OS-EM) [7,10]
and MART (OS-MART) [14] with a weighted mean. Our method employs combinations
of weighted geometric or hybrid means of iterative points. We theoretically show that the
objective function for the geometric mean decreases with every iteration and the amount of
decrease is greater than the mean between the decreases for OS-EM and OS-MART when the
tomographic inverse problem is consistent. By exploiting the complementary advantages
of MLEM and SMART, we have created a fast-converging algorithm for reconstructing
high-quality images.
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Furthermore, we developed a system of switched differential equations with a piece-
wise smooth vector field, whose numerical discretization corresponds to a combination
of the iterative equation for the OS-EM and OS-MART methods. Here, this approach is
considered to be an application of the dynamical method [18–23] for solving ill-posed
inverse problems. The dynamical systems that are applied to constrained tomographic
inverse problems [24–29] enable us to prove the stability of the equilibrium corresponding
to the true image by using the Lyapunov stability theorem [30] and provide a policy for
methodically designing a novel algorithm of iterative reconstruction.

A drawback of the weighted-mean iterative algorithm is that a sequential calculation
of its terms entails longer computation times per iteration than that of the terms of the
individual equation for OS-EM and OS-MART. We show that this issue can be resolved
by constructing a fast sequential algorithm with the above discretization scheme for the
dynamical system of differential equations. Moreover, we present a time-varying method
of improving performance by replacing the constant weight parameter included in the
autonomous system with a function of the iteration number.

We conducted numerical experiments on image reconstruction, and the results indicate
that our algorithm outperformed OS-EM and OS-MART.

2. Preliminary

The main problem in image reconstruction is to find pixel values x ∈ RJ
+ satisfying

y = Ax + δ (1)

where y ∈ RI
+, A ∈ RI×J

+ , and δ ∈ RI indicate the projection value, projection operator,
and noise, respectively, with R+ being the set of nonnegative real numbers. We call the
noise-free system in Equation (1) consistent when it has a solution e ∈ RJ

+. The tomographic
inverse problem of minimizing an objective function can be transformed into one of finding
an unknown x, which can be achieved by employing an optimization procedure using
either a discrete-time (iterative) or continuous-time system.

The following ideas are related to the ordered-subsets algorithms. Let Am ∈ RIm×J
+ be

a submatrix consisting of Im partial rows of A and ym ∈ RIm
+ be a subvector of y with the

same corresponding rows of Am, for m = 1, 2, . . . , M, with M indicating the total number
of divisions.

With R++ being the set of positive real numbers, we define the OS-EM algorithm of
images u(n) ∈ R++ as

uj(n + 1) = uj(n) f m
j (u(n)), u(0) = z0 ∈ RJ

++ (2)

and the OS-MART algorithm of images v(n) ∈ R++ as

vj(n + 1) = vj(n)gm
j (v(n)), v(0) = z0 ∈ RJ

++ (3)

for the iteration number n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , N − 1 and the subset number m = (n mod M) + 1,
where

f m
j (x) :=

1
Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij

Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij

ym
i

(Amx)i
(4)

and

gm
j (x) := exp

 1
Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij

Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij log

ym
i

(Amx)i

 (5)

for j = 1, 2, . . . , J. The iterative solutions u(n) and v(n), n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , N − 1 for the
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Equations (2) and (3) remain nonnegative due to the selection of the initial values.
As theoretical measures of convergence, we will use the generalized Kullback–Leibler

(KL) divergence [31,32],

KL(α, β) := ∑
`

α` log
α`
β`

+ β` − α` (6)

for nonnegative vectors α and β and the weighted KL-divergence,

WKL(e, x, Ψ) :=
J

∑
j=1

KL(ej, xj)
K

∑
k=1

Ψkj (7)

for evaluating x ∈ RJ
+ compared with e ∈ RJ

+ where Ψ ∈ RK×J denotes a projection
operator with K rows. The reason why the KL-divergence is used for evaluating the
convergence is that it can be considered as an objective function of which there exists a
minimizer for each of MLEM and SMART [27,32–34].

3. Results
3.1. Proposed Method

Our method of solving the tomographic inverse problem consists of iterative algo-
rithms and dynamical systems.

Weighted geometric mean:

The iterative reconstruction of an image z involves taking the weighted geometric
means of u and v in Equations (2) and (3) with a weight parameter α ∈ [0, 1] and a relaxation
or scaling parameter h > 0:

zj(n + 1) = zj(n)
(

f m
j (z(n))

)h(1−α)(
gm

j (z(n))
)hα

(8)

where z(0) = z0 ∈ RJ
++ for j = 1, 2, . . . , J, n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , N − 1, and m = (n mod M) + 1.

The accompanying system of equations is a continuous analog based on the dynamical
method. It is a switched nonlinear system consisting of the following family of M subsystems:

dxj(t)
dt

= xj(t)
(
(1− α) log( f m

j (x(t))) + α log(gm
j (x(t)))

)
(9)

where the derivative is taken with respect to the state variable x(t) as an image at t ∈
[tm−1 + kτ, tm + kτ) with x(0) = z0 and a sequence of times 0 = t0 < t1 < t2 < · · · <
tM = τ, where k = (n − m + 1)/M for j = 1, 2, . . . , J, n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , N − 1, and m =
(n mod M) + 1. It is easy to attain the iterative formula in (8) by using the multiplicative
Euler method [35,36] with a step size of h to discretize (9).

Weighted hybrid mean:

A second pair of discrete- and continuous-time systems can be constructed by making
a hybrid combination of additive and multiplicative calculi defined by the iteration,

zj(n + 1) = zj(n)
(

1 + h(1− α)( f m
j (z(n))− 1)

)
+

(
gm

j (z(n))
)hα

, (10)

of images z(n) with z(0) = z0, where, for a real number c, (c)+ := max{c, 0} and its
continuous analog:

dxj(t)
dt

= xj(t)
(
(1− α)( f m

j (x(t))− 1) + α log(gm
j (x(t)))

)
(11)

of images x(t) with x(0) = z0 for j = 1, 2, . . . , J. The conditions on n, m, t, t` for ` =
0, 1, . . . , M, τ, and k are the same as in Equations (8) and (9). When h(1− α) ≤ 1, the



Mathematics 2022, 10, 4277 4 of 17

right-hand side of Equation (10) does not require the clipping operator (·)+. We can obtain
the iterative formula in Equation (10) by discretizing the differential equation in (11). Note
that ( f m

j (x) − 1) and log(gm
j (x)) are each zero if and only if x = e holds. The vector

field is constructed by adding the terms (1 − α)xj( f m
j (x) − 1) and αxj log(gm

j (x)), for
which additive and multiplicative discretizations using a hybrid Euler method [28] are
applied, respectively. The discrete formula in Equation (10) can be regarded as an ordered-
subsets version of the iterative reconstruction algorithm [28] derived from an optimization
of Jeffreys’ α-skew J-divergence [37,38] between the forward and measured projections.
Namely, Equation (10) with M = 1 and h = δ coincides with Equation (6) in [28].

Notice that each of the iterative equation (8) and (10) as combinations of weighted
geometric and hybrid means reduces to an OS-EM algorithm when α = 0 and h = 1 and to
the OS-MART algorithm when α = 1 and h = 1. A larger value of h in Equations (8) and (10)
can accelerate convergence, but the algorithm diverges or oscillates when it is too large.
The value of h in our theoretical and experimental results was chosen to be 1 according
to the experimental results of OS-EM and OS-MART algorithms as multiplicative Euler
discretizations of their continuous analogs [27,34].

3.2. Theoretical Findings

In this section, we present theoretical results on the discrete- and continuous-time
systems defined in the previous section under the assumption that the generalized subset
balance [33], described as

Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij = σm

I

∑
i=1

Aij (12)

for some positive constant σm, holds for m = 1, 2, . . . , M.

Discrete-time systems:

We consider the discrete-time system in Equation (8) under the assumption h = 1 and
prove that the iterative sequence,

{WKL(e, z(n), A)}∞
n=0 (13)

with z(n) ∈ RJ
+ for n = 0, 1, 2, . . . is decreasing.

Theorem 1. Let y = Ae for some e ∈ RJ
++. Given a solution z to the system in Equation (8) for

h = 1, the inequality,

WKL(e, z(0), A)−WKL(e, z(1), A) ≥ 1
σm KL(ym, Amz(0)), (14)

is satisfied for any M and m = 1, 2, . . . , M.

Note that, in Theorem 1 and its proof below, since a discrete time shift has no effect
on the autonomous difference system, we have written iteration numbers 0 and 1 instead
of n and n + 1, respectively, for any given m = 1, 2, . . . , M with n = m− 1, m, m + 1, . . ., in
order to facilitate the description.

Proof. From the assumption of the generalized subset balance in Equation (12), Inequal-
ity (14) is equivalent to

WKL(e, z(0), Am)−WKL(e, z(1), Am) ≥ KL(ym, Amz(0)). (15)

Let
uj(1) := uj(0) f m

j (u(0)) (16)

and
vj(1) := vj(0)gm

j (v(0)) (17)
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for j = 1, 2, . . . , J, which are one-step updates of the OS-EM and OS-MART equation on the
variables u and v with initial values u(0) and v(0). Then, we have

WKL(e, z0, Am)−WKL(e, u(1), Am) ≥ KL(ym, Amz0) (18)

and
WKL(e, z0, Am)−WKL(e, v(1), Am) ≥ KL(ym, Amz0) (19)

where the initial values u(0) and v(0) are the same and equal to z0 (namely, u(0) = v(0) =
z0). The proof of Inequality (18) is given in [39]. Inequality (19) was first obtained by
Byrne [33]. It can also be obtained by applying the procedure of direct reduction [39] using
the concavity of the log function and Jensen’s inequality. By multiplying the first and
second inequalities by (1− α) and α, respectively, and adding the resulting two inequalities
side-by-side together, we obtain

WKL(e, z0, Am)− ((1− α)WKL(e, u(1), Am) + α WKL(e, v(1), Am)) (20)

≥ KL(ym, Amz0).

Then, the one-step update z(1) of the algorithm in Equation (8) with h = 1 and the
same initial value,

zj(0) =
(
uj(0)

)1−α(vj(0)
)α

= z0
j , (21)

can be written as
zj(1) =

(
uj(1)

)1−α(vj(1)
)α (22)

for j = 1, 2, . . . , J. Therefore, we have

WKL(e, z0, Am)−WKL(e, z(1), Am) (23)

≥WKL(e, z0, Am)− ((1− α)WKL(e, u(1), Am) + α WKL(e, v(1), Am))

according to the following inequality:

(1− α)uj(1) + αvj(1) ≥
(
uj(1)

)1−α(vj(1)
)α (24)

which is in turn derived from Jensen’s inequality,

log

(
(1− α)

uj(1)
ej

+ α
vj(1)

ej

)
≥ (1− α) log

uj(1)
ej

+ α log
vj(1)

ej
. (25)

The theorem follows directly from inequalities (20) and (23).

Continuous-time systems:

When there is no noise and the system in Equation (1) is consistent, we demonstrate
that any solution to the continuous analog converges to the wanted solution.

Theorem 2. Assume there exists e ∈ RJ
++ satisfying y = Ae. Then, e is an equilibrium for each

of the continuous-time systems in Equations (9) and (11) and is asymptotically stable.

Proof. Notice that e is an equilibrium for each mth subsystem since f m
j (e) = 1 and

gm
j (e) = 1 simultaneously hold for j = 0, 1, . . . , J and m = 1, 2, . . . , M. The solutions

to the subsystem are in RJ
++ because the initial state value at tm−1, m = 1, 2, . . . , M, belongs

to RJ
++ and the flow cannot traverse the invariant subspace xj = 0 for j = 1, 2, . . . , J in the

state space. Thus, the following nonnegative function:

V(x) := WKL(e, x, A) =
J

∑
j=1

∫ xj

ej

w− ej

w
dw

I

∑
i=1

Aij
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of xj > 0 is a well-defined common Lyapunov function. Then, we have the derivatives of
V along the trajectories of Equations (9) and (11):

dV
dt

(x)
∣∣∣∣
(9)

=
J

∑
j=1

xj − ej

xj

dxj

dt

I

∑
i=1

Aij

= −(1− α)
J

∑
j=1

(ej − xj) log

 1
Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij

Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij

ym
i

(Amx)i


I

∑
i=1

Aij

− α

σm

J

∑
j=1

(ej − xj)
Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij log

ym
i

(Amx)i

≤ −1− α

σm

Im

∑
i=1

ym
i log

ym
i

(Amx)i

+
1− α

σm

Im

∑
i=1

(Amx)i

(
ym

i
(Amx)i

− 1
)

(26)

− α

σm

Im

∑
i=1

(ym
i − (Amx)i)(log(ym

i )− log((Amx)i))

= −1− α

σm KL(ym, Amx)

− α

σm (KL(ym, Amx) + KL(Amx, ym))

= − 1
σm (KL(ym, Amx) + α KL(Amx, ym))

≤ 0

and

dV
dt

(x)
∣∣∣∣
(11)

=
J

∑
j=1

xj − ej

xj

dxj

dt

I

∑
i=1

Aij

= −1− α

σm

J

∑
j=1

(ej − xj)
Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij

(
ym

i
(Amx)i

− 1
)

− α

σm

J

∑
j=1

(ej − xj)
Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij log

ym
i

(Amx)i

= −1− α

σm

Im

∑
i=1

(ym
i − (Amx)i)

(
ym

i
(Amx)i

− 1
)

(27)

− α

σm

Im

∑
i=1

(ym
i − (Amx)i)(log(ym

i )− log((Amx)i))

= −1− α

σm

Im

∑
i=1

(
ym

i − (Amx)i
)2

(Amx)i

− α

σm (KL(ym, Amx) + KL(Amx, ym))

≤ 0.
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Therefore, for each system, V is a common Lyapunov function and the equilibrium e
is uniformly asymptotically stable.

The above theorem ensures that the suggested difference system as a first-order
approximation to the differential equation has a stable fixed point e when the chosen step
size h is small enough to guarantee numerical stability.

3.3. Fast Discretization Algorithm

In Equations (8) and (10), the computational cost of both terms f m
j (z) and gm

j (z) is
higher than that of each single term. Thus, a sequential calculation of the two terms results
in a longer computation time. However, because the parts

Am
ij

Im

∑
i=1

Am
ij

(28)

and
ym

i
(Amz)i

(29)

for m = 1, 2, . . . , M, i = 1, 2, . . . , I, and j = 1, 2, . . . , J are commonly included in both terms,
an effective coding of the program can reduce the computational cost. On the other hand,
if approximately the same computation time as OS-EM or OS-MART is required, another
method that works by discretizing the continuous-time systems with lower accuracy can
be used.

Here, we provide a fast sequential calculation algorithm in the case where M = 1 and
h = 1, e.g., for the weighted geometric mean:

zj(1) = zj(0)pj(0) with calculating pj(0) := f j(z(0)) and using an initial zj(0) = z0
j

zj(2) = zj(1)
(

pj(0)
)1−α(qj(1)

)α with calculating qj(1) := gj(z(1)) and using pj(0)

zj(3) = zj(2)
(

pj(2)
)1−α(qj(1)

)α with calculating pj(2) := f j(z(2)) and using qj(1)

zj(4) = zj(3)
(

pj(2)
)1−α(qj(3)

)α with calculating qj(3) := gj(z(3)) and using pj(2)

zj(5) = zj(4)
(

pj(4)
)1−α(qj(3)

)α with calculating pj(4) := f j(z(4)) and using qj(3)
...

for j = 1, 2, . . . , J at each step. The vectors p and q whose elements are pj and qj, respectively,
for j = 1, 2, . . . , J are calculated alternately. Namely, to calculate the state variable z in
the current step, one vector, p or q, is calculated from the previous step and the other is
the same one from two steps ago. Although the use of a vector derived from an old state
variable leads to a similar effect as having a larger step size and may unstabilize the steady
state, the computational cost required for the sequential algorithm is the same as that for
either MLEM or SMART. A fast iterative algorithm for the weighted hybrid mean method
can be derived in a similar manner by applying the additive and multiplicative terms in
Equation (10).

3.4. Time Varying System

In the vector fields of the continuous-time dynamical systems in Equations (9) and (11)
with a small value of α, the second term αxj log(gm

j (x)) can be considered to be a regulariza-
tion with which to optimize the metric for OS-MART. When replacing the constant α with a
discrete time-varying parameter α0λn where the coefficients α0 and λ are in the range of 0

to 1, one takes λn → 0, and then the corresponding discretized term zj(n)
(

gm
j (z(n))

)α0λn

tends to zj(n) for n → ∞. The iterative process has the effect of a time-dependent regu-
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larization, which makes it possible to optimize dynamically multiple metrics for OS-EM
and OS-MART. The discrete time-varying parameter strategy includes the hybrid-cascaded
method [40], a two-phased algorithm using the simultaneous algebraic reconstruction tech-
nique (SART) as the primary reconstruction to produce an initial estimate for the secondary
steps by MLEM, when the constant parameter α is replaced with either 1 if n ≤ L, or 0
otherwise, for a given nonnegative integer L and iteration numbers n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , N − 1,
although the primary reconstruction method used in [40] is not SMART but rather SART.

4. Experiments and Discussion

We will demonstrate the above-mentioned theory and efficiency of the suggested
method by conducting numerical CT experiments. Image reconstructions using combina-
tions of weighted geometric and hybrid means (referred to as GM and HM, respectively)
were compared with those of MLEM and SMART. The experiments were conducted using
a 3.5 GHz Intel Xeon processor with 96 GB memory and computing tools provided by
MATLAB (MathWorks, Natick, USA) without a multi-threading or parallel-processing.

We used a modified Shepp–Logan phantom image composed of e ∈ [0, 1]J and
256× 256 pixels (J = 65,536), as shown in Figure 1, and a projection y ∈ RI

+ created by spec-
ifying the number of projections and detectors to 360 and 365, respectively (I = 131,400),
with 180-degree sampling. The calculation of the forward projection is performed using a
highly optimized library for matrix-vector multiplication in MATLAB.

Figure 1. Image of phantom.

4.1. Verification of Theory

We performed a reconstruction using the weighted geometric mean defined in Equation (8)
with h = 1, M = 30, α = 0.01, and a noise-free projection y = Ae ∈ RI

+. An example
indicating the validity of Equation (15) is shown in Figure 2, which plots KL(ym, Amz(0))
versus WKL(e, z(0), Am)−WKL(e, z(1), Am) applying a one-step iteration z(1) computed
from a given initial state z(0) through random elements for m = 1, 2, . . . , 30. It can be seen
that all the points lie above the line of equality (identity line), as stated in Theorem 1. Another
experiment with different values of α yielded similar results.
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Figure 2. Scatter plot with the line of equality (red) for OS-GM in Equation (8) with m = 1, 2, . . . , 30.

4.2. Evaluation of Reconstructed Images

The noisy projection y ∈ RI
+ obtained from the phantom image was simulated em-

ploying Equation (1) with δ standing for white Gaussian noise so that the signal-to-noise
ratio (SNR) was 30 dB unless otherwise specified. We also set a fixed initial value z0

j for
j = 1, 2, . . . , J and h = 1 in Equations (2), (3), (8), and (10). Although putting h > 1 would
hasten convergence, the alteration of h is outside the area of this paper.

To compare the reconstructed image x with the true image e, we defined evalua-
tion functions

dj(e, x) := |ej − xj| (30)

for j = 1, 2, . . . , J and

D(e, x) := ||e− x||2 =

(
J

∑
j=1

(
dj(e, x)

)2
) 1

2

(31)

which can evaluate the quality of images more directly than WKL(e, x, A) with weighted co-
efficients.

Figure 3 displays the evaluation functions D(e, z(n)) defined in accordance with
Equation (31) for the case of M = 1, α = 0.01, and noisy projection data for n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , 50.
Here, we can observe the following. In the early iterations, the SMART algorithm decreases
the value of the evaluation function. While the time course of SMART does not exhibit a
monotonic decrease, the evaluation function for MLEM monotonically decreases as the
number of iterations increases in this range of iterations. It can be seen that the proposed
algorithm reduces the evaluation function more than MLEM or SMART.
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Figure 3. Evaluation functions for proposed and conventional algorithms at each iteration. The
values of the plotted points for GM and HM are almost identical.

Figure 4 graphs the evaluation functions D(e, z(n)) versus the real computation time
s(n) (in seconds) as a function of the iteration number n for n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , 50 under the
same settings as in Figure 3. At each iteration of the one-step algorithm, the coefficient in
Equation (28) was pre-calculated for all algorithms, and the ratio between the measured
and forward projections defined in Equation (29) for each of GM and HM was calculated
at every i = 1, 2, . . . , I. The reconstruction time of the proposed algorithm is approximately
22 seconds, whereas MLEM and SMART take approximately 20 seconds in total. Although
the proposed algorithm takes 10% longer than the conventional ones, it provides a smaller
evaluation function for almost the same computation time (s(43) for GM or HM) as
MLEM or SMART at the 50th iteration. Figure 5 shows images reconstructed by MLEM,
SMART, and GM, and the corresponding subtraction images at every pixel, defined as in
Equation (30) with x = u(50), v(50), and z(43). The density value of d is on a common
scale. By comparing, e.g., the edges of the high-density outer rims in the images, it can be
seen that GM generates high-quality reconstructions; this is quantitatively confirmed by
the small evaluation function between the phantom and reconstructed images.
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Figure 4. Evaluation functions of proposed and conventional algorithms versus computation time
for n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , 50. The values of the plotted points for GM and HM are almost identical.

MLEM SMART GM

Figure 5. Reconstructed images (top plate) and subtraction images (bottom plate) for MLEM and
SMART at 50th iteration and for GM at 43rd iteration

To examine the effectiveness of the sequential discretization algorithm discussed in
Section 3.3, we performed reconstructions under the same settings. The time courses of
the evaluation functions for MLEM, SMART, GM, and F-GM (short for the fast sequential
algorithm using the weighted geometric mean) are plotted in Figure 6 as functions of the
computation time. We can see that F-GM has both the same level of performance as GM
and the same computational time as MLEM or SMART alone. The oscillatory phenomenon
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in the iterations that affects F-GM is due to the low accuracy of discretizing the continuous-
time system using the state two steps ago. The oscillation can be reduced by choosing the
step size h to be less than one in exchange for an increase in computation time, though it is
not necessary in this case.

D
(e
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(n
))

-
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20
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70

80

s(n) [sec] -

Figure 6. Evaluation functions of proposed and conventional algorithms versus computation time
for n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , 50

The proper selection of parameter α is important. As shown in Figure 7, which
represents the evaluation functions for GM with α = 0.005, 0.01, and 0.05, 0.01 provides
the best performance. However, Figure 8 shows the effect of changing the SNR of the
projections from 30 to 20 dB. Compared with the nonmonotonic decrease in the evaluation
function when the SNR is 20 dB and α is 0.05 (Figure 8), the time-varying system defined
in Section 3.4 yields an improvement; for example, by using the exponential function
α0λn with coefficients α0 = 0.05 and λ = 0.95 plotted in Figure 9, the values of the
evaluation function monotonically decrease up to the 40th iteration. On the other hand, a
discontinuous time-varying approach mimicking the hybrid-cascaded method that can be
obtained by using SMART in the initial step (L = 0) and using MLEM in the remaining
steps is inferior to the continuous time-varying system (Figure 9). The reason why iterations
by the discontinuous time-varying (or MLEM after the second iteration in this case) and
pure MLEM algorithms converge to a steady state with the same evaluation function value
is conjectured to be that there is a global nonnegative minimizer of an objective function
for MLEM.
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Figure 7. Evaluation functions of GM for different values of α versus computation time for
n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , 50
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Figure 8. Evaluation functions of GM using projections with SNR of 20 dB versus computation time
for n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , 50
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Figure 9. Evaluation functions of proposed and conventional algorithms using projections with SNR
of 20 dB at each iteration. U denotes a unit step function.

The purpose of the next example is to verify the effectiveness of using divided subsets
for fixed α = 0.01. Projections in 180 directions were divided into M nonoverlapping
subsets. The ordering of the M subsets was determined using a random projection permu-
tation [41,42]. We can see in Figure 10 that OS-GM with M = 8 provides better convergence
performance with respect to the speed and the evaluation function value compared with
not only OS-EM and OS-MART with the same M but also GM and OS-GM with M = 2. We
can also see that, for M = 8, OS-GM is capable of suppressing the oscillatory phenomenon
that appears for successive M iterations in the results of OS-EM. Figure 11 shows images
reconstructed by OS-EM with M = 8 (at the 20th iteration) and GM and OS-GM with
M = 8 (at the 48th and 20th iterations, respectively) and the corresponding subtraction
images that were evaluated using the difference from the true image. We can see that
OS-GM with M = 8 provides the best image quality in terms of contrast and artifact.
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Figure 10. Evaluation functions for OS-EM, OS-MART, GM, and OS-GM versus computation time
for n = 0, 1, 2, . . . , N along with N equal 60, 45, and 20 for M being 1, 2, and 8, respectively.

GM OS-EM OS-GM
(M = 1) (M = 8) (M = 8)

Figure 11. Reconstructed images (top plate) and images of subtraction (bottom plate) for GM at 48th
iteration and for OS-EM and OS-GM with M = 8 at 20th iteration.

5. Conclusions

We presented a novel iterative algorithm that combines OS-EM and OS-MART by
using weighted geometric or hybrid means. The theoretical results support the convergence
of iterative points in view of decreasing of the objective function with increasing of the
iteration number. Numerical experiments illustrate that the suggested algorithm and its
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fast version using a sequential calculation have advantages over the optimization of the
evaluation function by MLEM after sufficient iterations as well as by SMART in early
iterations. Moreover, our experimental results indicate that the iterative algorithms with
a time-varying parameter and the ordered-subsets scheme perform well. In the future,
we will use methodologies such as machine learning to make decisions about the best
applicable parameter controlled by the numbers of pixels and projections and the noise
level of projections, etc.
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