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Abstract

One of the regional economic revitalization policies is “Economic Gardening,” which originated in Littleton,
Colorado, in the United States, and produces large economic effects by utilizing all kinds of local resources.
Although there are local governments in Japan that have already introduced the system, no significant
economic effects have been reported yet, such as in Littleton.

This paper focuses on the efforts of Naruto City, Tokushima Prefecture, which was one of the first regional
cities to adopt the system, and examines the above factors.

Comparing Economic Gardening with conventional regional economic policies, it becomes clear that
Economic Gardening is an autonomous regional economic system that aims for industry-academia-public-
finance collaboration centered on local small and medium-sized enterprises.

This paper suggests that the success or failure of building and sustaining a network for industry-academia-
public-finance collaboration is determined by a person with strong leadership, and that the presence or

absence of that person influences the economic effects of Economic Gardening.



