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Palliative Care Unit Nurses Perceptions of Intentions toward Sedation of Terminally 11l
Cancer Patients.
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SUMMARY

We conducted a semi-structured interview with palliative care unit nurses with more than 3
years experience in A prefecture in the period from July to November 2022. Semi-structured in-
terviews were conducted with 10 nurses, using an interview guide to determine their perceptions
of patients’ intentions. The responses of the nurses in the palliative care ward of perceived “in-
tention toward sedation of terminal cancer patients” were categorized as 44 codes, 15 subcatego-
ries, and five categories including [inferring the patient’s intention from the way the patient has
spent his/her daily life], [inferring the patient’s intention based on the patient's last moments],
and [inferring the patient’s intention based on the patient’s last days]. The following were ex-
tracted as “intention” : [inferring the patient’s intention from what the patient has said in his/her
daily life], [taking the patient’s preparedness for death, which he/she has fulfilled as a person in
the final stage of life, as the intention], [taking alleviation of pain as the intention because the ter-
minal stage of life cannot be cured by any means], and [taking the best estimated and continued

discussion among family and medical personnel as the patient’s intention].

Key words : terminal cancer patients, sedation, intention



